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Map 
location no.

Location name or 
station no.

Location
abbrev.

(2nd part of 
image 

filename)

Region Country Lat Lon Water 
depth, m

Water 
temp. 
deg C

Substrate type Comment

9 Whangamata 
Harbour WMH Whangamata, "left" 

North Island NZ

37 
deg 
11 

min S

175 
deg 
53 

min E

0-4 9-21
wharf piles, 

mooring lines, 
vessel hulls

Collected by 
Brain Coffey. 
Oct. 2001. 
Identified by 
Patricia Mather 
(Kott)

10 Tauranga Harbour TH Tauranga, "left" North 
Island NZ

49 
deg 
00 

min S

176 
deg 
10 

min E

0-10 9-21
wharf piles, 

mooring lines, 
vessel hulls

Collected by 
Brain Coffey; 
identified by 
Brain Coffey 
and Ashley 
Coutts. No 
images from 
this location 
shown on 
website.

11 Shakespeare Bay SB
Picton, "left" 

Marlborough sounds, 
"left"South Island

NZ

41 
deg 
16 

min S

174 
deg 
00 

min E

0-16 8-20

wharf piles, 
mooring lines, 
vessel hulls, 
and rocky/

cobble seabed

Collected by 
Mike Page; 
identified by 
Patricia Mather 
(Kott). Prefers 
artificial 
structures in 
shaded areas 
(e.g. under 
wharfs, 
vessels). 2002-
2003. For 
specific dates, 
see image 
captions.
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13 Picton PIC Picton, "left"Marlborough 
sounds, "left"South Island NZ

42 deg
16

min S

175 
deg
00

min E

  vessel hull

Collected and 
identified by 
Ahsley Coutts. 
May 2003. 
Colony found 
on a barge 
(Waimarie I) 
that was 
infected during 
anchorage next 
to the barge 
Steel Mariner 
between 
January and 
March 2001.
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Publications 

First documented occurrence
Brian Coffey, December 2001. Reference: Coffey, B.T., 2001, Potentially 
invasive compound ascidian - Whangamata Harbour. Progress Report No. 
1. Prepared for Waikato Regional Council, Hamilton.

First anecdotal occurrence
Merv Martin, Whangamata Harbour Master, Environment Waikato, October 
2001

Taxonomic reference 
Didemnum vexillum Kott, 2002

Kott, Patricia, 2002, A complex didemnid ascidian from Whangamata, New 
Zealand, Journal of the Marine Biological Association of the United 
Kingdom, v. 82 (4), p. 625-628. 
Link to Kott, 2002, (PDF format). 

We believe this recent invader to New Zealand is Didemnum lahillei. A 
comparison of 18s rDNA with New England specimens showed them to be 
identical. Other molecular studies are planned. 

Account of the appearance of Didemnum vexillum in New Zealand in 
2001 and 2002
Coutts, A.D.M., 2002, A biosecurity investigation of a barge in the 
Marlborough Sounds: Cawthron Institute Report 744, 68 p. (PDF format)

This report includes information on the infestation of the Steel Mariner 
barge by D. vexillum; images of the species; location maps; a report by P. 
Mather (Kott) on the identification of the didemnid; a survey of the didemnid 
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topic has not been addressed to date.

on the barge and its spread to the seabed beneath it; and the potential risks 
posed by the spread of the species. 

Websites with imagery and text
New Zealand Diving and Salvage Limited; barge infestation and cleanup 
procedure; D. vexillum image on barge bottom. (PDF format) 

New Zealand Diving and Salvage Limited (NZDS); barge infestation and 
cleanup procedure; same as report on the Cawthron website; (D. vexillum 
images; all are not identical to those in Cawthron Report No. 755). (PDF 
format) 

Cawthron Report No. 755, barge infestation and cleanup procedure; (PDF 
format) ; same as report on NZDS website; (D. vexillum images; all are not 
identical to those in the NZDS report). 

Websites with text only
Cawthron News, 2001, barge infestation. (PDF format) 

Cawthron News, 2002, barge infestation. (PDF format) 

Images
Picton, New Zealand
Shakespeare Bay, New Zealand
Whangamata Harbour, New Zealand
New Zealand larvae and colony morphology

Location data 

Location maps
New Zealand regional map
New Zealand, South Island, Inset A
New Zealand, North Island, Insert B 
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